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As we prepare for a new year and a new Congress, I am excited for the prospect of a 
properly functioning United States Senate—one that the American people deserve. 
We have an opportunity for a fresh start that ends the era of partisan division and 
focuses instead on making progress on issues impacting middle class families. I am 
optimistic for what the future holds.
 
Despite gridlock on many big issues in Congress these past two years, I am pleased 
to report I was able to work with my colleagues to get important things done for 
Nebraskans and all Americans. I remain committed to working with my colleagues 
in both parties to achieve positive, meaningful, and lasting solutions to our nation’s 
challenges. The following pages are a look back at my work representing Nebras-
kans during the 113th Congress. It truly is a great honor and privilege to represent 
Nebraska values and advance our shared interests in Washington. Thank you for 
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have the capability to identify, prevent and, if necessary, 

engage threats well into the future. I am committed to 

securing the needed resources to see this project through 

and provide STRATCOM with state-of-the-art capabili-

WLHV�LW�UHTXLUHV�WR�IXOÀOO�LWV�LPSRUWDQW�QDWLRQDO�PLVVLRQ��

Protecting Our Ultimate Safeguard
Our nuclear deterrent remains the ultimate safeguard 

for American security, as well as that of our allies. Un-

fortunately, investment in our nuclear capability and 

its infrastructure has diminished over the years. Our 

newest warheads were designed in the 1980s, and have 

not been tested since the 1990s. In October, I visited our 

nuclear weapons laboratories – Los Alamos, Sandia and 

Lawrence Livermore – and discussed the importance of 

modernizing our entire nuclear enterprise with the scien-

tists charged with maintaining these weapons. I believe 

we must follow through with 

our modernization commit-

ments and I will continue to 

work with my colleagues to 

secure the investment neces-

sary to ensure the viability of 

our nuclear stockpile. 

I also strongly oppose the 

president’s stated goals of 

dramatically reducing our 

nuclear arsenal. Current 

events make clear that the 

world is not getting safer or 

more stable. This year, Russia 

annexed Ukrainian territory; 

it was also revealed that Rus-

sia built new nuclear weap-

RQV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�EDQQHG�E\�
the 1987 Intermediate-range 

N
ational defense is Congress’ top constitutional 

duty. Throughout history, our men and wom-

en in uniform have secured our freedom and 

defended our way of life from those wishing 

to do us harm. As threats to our security evolve and 

become more sophisticated, it is important to ensure that 

our troops have the tools and training they need to safely 

IXOÀOO�WKHLU�PLVVLRQV��$V�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�6HQDWH�$UPHG�
Services Committee, I take very seriously Congress’ role 

to equip our forces to protect our freedom at home and 

our interests abroad. 

Building the Future of Our Strategic Defense
Much of the tireless work to detect and deter threats to 

the homeland and our allies around the world is based 

right here in Nebraska at U.S. Strategic Command 

(STRATCOM). STRATCOM’s missions include oversee-

ing our nuclear forces, missile defense, cyber-security, 

and space programs. As a member of the Subcommittee 

on Strategic Forces, which has jurisdiction over much of 

STRATCOM’s missions, I have had the honor of working 

with those who are committed to maintaining our most 

important tools for defense. 

Today we face more complex challenges from our ad-

versaries than ever before. As technology continues to 

change the landscape of warfare, it is important that 

we are prepared to defend against 21st century threats. 

Construction of a new STRATCOM facility is underway 

to replace the current physical plant, which dates back 

to the 1950s. The new facility will include needed up-

grades to IT infrastructure, which is essential to STRAT-

COM’s work. These necessary changes also ensure we 

DEFENDING AMERICA
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Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty. Russia is not alone in this re-
gard. I expressed my strong concern regarding this treaty 

violation in an August Omaha World-Herald opinion piece. 
A number of nations are investing in and upgrading their 

nuclear arsenals. Clearly, now is not the time for further 

U.S. reductions.

I am pleased to report that three amendments I offered re-
lated to our nuclear deterrent were incorporated into the 

National Defense Authorization Act for FY2014 (NDAA). 

These amendments ensure our inter-continental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs) remain ready, if needed, and promote 

greater transparency with regard to the administration’s 
plans to reduce our nuclear arsenal under the terms of the 

New Start Treaty.

Countering Emerging Threats
The rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) 

in Iraq and Syria, an increasingly belligerent Russia, the 

spread of terrorist groups throughout Africa, and grow-
ing regional ambitions of China underscore our need to 

be prepared to defend U.S. interests at home and abroad. 
This not only requires strong leadership in Washington, 
but also improved capabilities to combat new threats.

I am honored to serve as the Ranking Member of the 

Armed Services 
Subcommittee 
on Emerging 

Threats and Ca-

pabilities. This 

subcommittee 
has oversight 
over a variety of 

issues, includ-

ing Special Op-

erations Com-
mand (SOCOM) 
and our special 

operations 

warriors, counter-narcotics and counter-proliferation pro-
grams, counter-terrorism policy, and much of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s basic research programs. In this role I 
have worked with the subcommittee’s current chairman, 

Senator Kay Hagan (D-NC) to provide legislative support 

to help our military operations. 

Last year, we proposed legislation to authorize and 
oversee the Department of Defense’s effort to neutralize 

Syria’s chemical weapons. This legislation was incorpo-

UDWHG�LQWR�WKH�ÀQDO�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�1'$$��ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�
funding guidelines for our military. In May of this year, I 
visited the men and women performing this vital mission 
and toured MV Cape Ray – the vessel used to neutralize 

those dangerous weapons. I also participated in a quiet 

ceremony at the Pentagon recognizing the Department 
of Defense’s role in the international mission to destroy 

Syria’s chemical weapons. I am grateful for their com-
mitment to this important mission.

Confronting Sexual Assault in the Military
The sexual assault crisis in our military is unacceptable. 
This is not a gender issue; it is a violence issue. Accord-

ing to Pentagon studies, more than half of all victims 
are men.

From attending a White House summit to questioning 
top commanders at a landmark sexual assault hear-

ing, I have worked with my colleagues, Republicans 
and Democrats, to address this scourge. I am pleased 

to report that the product of this work is a meaningful 

legislative change that will make a difference.

I joined Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) in offer-
ing an amendment to the FY 2014 NDAA that directly 

bolsters the rights of victims impacted by crimes. Other 

legislative efforts focus on changing the military’s cul-
ture or the chain of command. Our amendment em-

powers victims of sexual assault by ensuring they are 
aware of their basic rights to be informed, present, and 
heard at critical stages throughout their ordeal. This is 

the least the system owes to those it failed to protect.

I also worked with Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) 
to secure passage of an amendment requiring a high-
er standard for those appointed to all Sexual Assault 

3UHYHQWLRQ�DQG�5HVSRQVH��6$35��RIÀFHV��7KHVH�6$35�
RIÀFHUV�DUH�WKH�YHU\�LQGLYLGXDOV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�HQVXULQJ�
our men and women in uniform are safe from predators 
in their own ranks. News reports make clear the mili-
tary is in desperate need of higher caliber individuals in 

these critical positions.

Both measures were adopted by the Armed Services 
&RPPLWWHH�DQG�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�ÀQDO�)<������1'$$�
signed into law. 

On March 10, 2014, the Senate unanimously passed the 
Victims Protection Act, legislation I offered with Senators 
Claire McCaskill (D-MO) and Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) to 
combat military sexual assault, bolster victims’ rights, 

and boost accountability for offenders. The legislation 

was incor-
porated into 
the Senate’s 
FY 2015 

NDAA. 
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As a member of the U.S. Senate 
Commerce Committee, I have 
developed several pro-innovation 
proposals to help put American 
consumers and creators ahead. 
Below are a few examples of my 
work in the 113th Congress to ad-
dress policy challenges to growth 
and innovation.

Incentivize Economic Growth and 
American Innovation
If we do not strive to identify and 
promote future growth industries, 
investment and opportunity could 
go overseas or to sectors that hold 
less promise. The mobile health 
and applications market is one 
such growth area — it is expect-
ed to exceed $26 billion by 2017. 
The U.S. mobile apps economy is 
responsible for nearly half a mil-
lion new American jobs. Despite 
this compelling data, the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
is holding back tech wearables, 
apps, electronic health records, 
and scheduling software. 

Low-risk health IT deserves a 
modern regulatory regime – one 
that promotes innovation, sup-
ports job growth, and protects 
patient safety. That is why I 
introduced the Preventing Regu-
latory Overreach to Enhance Care 
Technology (PROTECT) Act. This 
ELSDUWLVDQ�OHJLVODWLRQ�FRGLÀHV�WKH�
common-sense idea that new tech-
nologies should not be tied up 
with old red tape.

If a mobile app can be developed 
that can keep people out of the 
hospital, improve lives, or lower 
costs, we should get government 
out of the way and spread the 
knowledge. Until Congress clari-
ÀHV�WKH�)'$·V�RYHUVLJKW�UROH��ZH�
will continue to live in a world 
where health IT is governed by 
rules written before the advent of 
the VCR.

N
ebraskans are no 
strangers to blazing 
QHZ�WUDLOV��1HEUDVND·V�
early settlers dared to 

move beyond the status quo — 
the established land and way of 
doing things — to explore a new 
and untamed territory.

Generations later, that same 
pioneer spirit is alive and well in 
Nebraska. Businesses here con-
tinue to blaze new trails in the 
tech sector, pushing the limits of 
LQQRYDWLRQ�WR�ÀQG�VROXWLRQV�WR�HY-
eryday problems. These ideas not 
only improve lives, but they 
also create jobs and 

grow the econ-
omy, especially 

in rural areas. In-
novations in e-com-

merce, distance learning 
and telemedicine continue to 
revolutionize our day-to-day lives 
and create more opportunities 
for prosperity right here at home. 
1HEUDVND·V�EXVLQHVV�IULHQGO\�
environment serves as a magnet 
for small developers and large 
companies alike.

Unfortunately, the status quo 
continues to paralyze Washing-
ton. Outdated federal policies 
and stale federal regulations 
have not kept pace with the rapid 
development of technology -- 
not only in Nebraska, but across 
the nation. The next round of 
cutting-edge technology is just 
around the corner, and the gov-
ernment needs to be prepared to 
embrace it.

$PHULFD·V�IXWXUH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�
growth, innovation, and oppor-
tunity largely depends on the 
policy frameworks that we adopt. 

PROMOTING INNOVATION
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• Allow citizens to see the 
free local broadcast channels 
of their choice. Since almost a 
WKLUG�RI�1HEUDVND·V�FRXQWLHV�
receive out-of-state broadcast 
channels, I introduced the Let 
Our Communities Access Local 
(LOCAL) TV Act. This biparti-
san bill would bring us closer 
to ensuring that all communi-
ties could receive relevant and 
local information from broad-
cast outlets. Similar language 
was wrapped into a broader 
telecommunications bill, which 
passed Congress in November.

Embrace Technology and Modernize 
Outdated Rules
Technology changes rapidly, but 
our government often misunder-
stands how best to respond. To 
empower creators and consumers, 
we need to modernize obsolete 
policies that are not useful or that 
unfairly block innovation. 

I introduced the Helping Innova-
tion and Reviving Entrepreneur-
ship (HIRE) Act to address this 
concern. The HIRE Act promotes 
opportunities for innovators and 
individuals by requiring that the 
FCC approve new technology ap-
plications within a year. Improv-
LQJ�JRYHUQPHQW·V�UHVSRQVLYHQHVV�
to technology applications and 
license requests helps everyone.

I also introduced the Enhancing 
Labeling, Accessing, and Branding 
of Electronic Licenses (E-LABEL) 
Act, which unanimously passed 
Congress and has been signed 
into law. This new law moderniz-
es federal labeling requirements 
for electronic devices, such as 
phones, computers, and tablets, 
lowering device costs for consum-
ers, making regulatory informa-
tion more accessible, and expand-
ing options for manufacturers.

Expand Access to Communication 
Services
Nebraskans depend on faster 
broadband Internet and reliable 
telephone service for business, 
education, news, and other critical 
purposes. Improving local access 
to the broadband economy is a 
high priority of mine.

We need to give businesses every 
opportunity to be successful and 
grow good jobs. Unfortunately, 
that is  hard to do when the Feder-
al Communications Commission 
(FCC) sends businesses the wrong 
signals, meddles in local affairs, 
and fails to prioritize the best im-
provements to telecom networks 
in rural America.

For example, the FCC continues 
to pursue federal actions that 
override laws in nearly 20 states, 
including Nebraska laws, govern-
ing how or whether municipali-
ties can deliver Internet services. 
While Washington has an import-
ant role to play in helping connect 
people, it should not microman-
age the commercial broadband 
marketplace. When it comes to 
investment in the broadband 
Internet market, I have fought to 
protect Nebraska taxpayers and to 
keep the federal government out 
RI�RXU�VWDWH·V�ULJKW�WR�JRYHUQ�DV�LW�
sees best.
I have also worked to:

•Eliminate onerous fees that 
make it cost-prohibitive to 
bring the Internet to people.
•Make rural call completion a 
higher priority at the FCC so 
consumers and businesses can 
get quality and reliable tele-
phone service.
•Modernize our universal 
service rules so that providers 
have more of an incentive to 
bring broadband Internet ser-
vice to consumers. 
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Many of our veterans return from service with 
both the visible and unseen scars of war. 
Some face new physical challenges sustained 
RQ�WKH�EDWWOHÀHOG�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�EULQJ�ZLWK�

them the memories of the horrors of war that will never 
be forgotten. That is why it is so important that a grateful 
nation welcomes home our veterans with open arms, and 
that we uphold our pledge to care for those who have 
“borne the battle.”

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) was established 
for just that reason. Unfortunately, failures by the VA 
have raised questions about our commitment as a nation 
to caring for our troops. This cannot be the way we thank 
our veterans for their service.

To help reform the VA, I voted for the Veterans Access, 

Choice and Accountability Act of 2014. This bill improves 
healthcare access for our veterans, addresses administra-
tive challenges at the VA, and establishes greater account-
ability for bad actors within the agency. I also drafted 
legislation (S.2362) that would ban bonuses at the VA 
for poor performance. We should not reward failure and 
mistreatment of our nation’s heroes. More must be done 
and I will continue to closely monitor the VA’s progress 
in implementing these needed reforms and improving 
its services for our veterans.

But we cannot stop there. We must also ensure that 
our veterans have opportunities to be successful in 
their careers once they return. That is why I am co-
sponsoring the Hire More Heroes Act, which promotes 
hiring veterans in businesses that would otherwise 
not expand to avoid costly government mandates. 
This legislation helps businesses grow while provid-
ing greater opportunity for our veterans.

Veterans History Project

My state staff is helping preserve Nebraska’s proud 
history of military service through the Veterans History 
Project. The Veterans History Project, an ongoing initia-
WLYH�RI�WKH�/LEUDU\�RI�&RQJUHVV��FROOHFWV�ÀUVW�KDQG�DF-
counts of U.S. veterans and the civilians who support-
ed them during wartime. The project collects recorded 
interviews of stories, memoirs, journals, photographs, 
letters, and military documents, which are then made 
DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�SXEOLF��0\�RIÀFH�UHFHQWO\�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�
two Lincoln soldiers to record their histories. One sol-
dier served three tours in Bosnia, Iraq, and Afghanistan 
and the other served in Vietnam as a military intelli-
JHQFH�RIÀFHU��,I�\RX�NQRZ�D�YHWHUDQ�ZKR�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
participate and tell his or her story, please contact my 
RIÀFH�

VETERANS
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At any one time my state staff has nearly 100 open indi-

vidual cases involving VA issues.  Two staff members are 

devoted to helping veterans, one-on-one, resolve their 

personal issues.  Recently, a frustrated veteran unable 

to locate his appeal in the VA system contacted my state 

office. He was not getting answers using the VA call cen-

ter. In a short time, my staff not only located his appeal, 

but also encouraged the VA to finish it. The VA realized its 

mistake and awarded the veteran $40,000 in retroactive 

disability compensation. If you or a veteran you know is 

having problems, please contact my office directly: 

402-441-4600.
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Nebras-
kans are 
all too 
famil-

iar with stories of 
wasteful govern-
ment spending. At 
a time when our 
country faces seri-
RXV�ÀVFDO�FKDOOHQJHV�
and an $18 trillion 
national debt, these 
ÀVFDO�EOXQGHUV�DUH�

more than foolish – they are dangerously irresponsible. 
Examples of government waste underscore the critical 
importance of proper congressional oversight of federal 
agencies and their funding. I am working hard to rein in 
our government’s bad spending habits. That starts by in-
creasing transparency and accountability, as well as elim-
inating waste and duplication. I believe it is Congress’ 
duty and responsibility to conduct its oversight role to 
the fullest. The American people demand accountability 
and deserve nothing less.  

Balancing the Budget
The future of our country, its prosperity, and even its 
national security depends on Washington getting its 
ÀVFDO�KRXVH�LQ�RUGHU��(VWDEOLVKLQJ�D�EXGJHW�WKDW�UHVSHFWV�
WD[SD\HU�GROODUV�LV�D�QHFHVVDU\�ÀUVW�VWHS�WR�UHVWRULQJ�WUXVW�
and accountability in government.

That is why I cosponsored the Balanced Budget Amendment 
WR�WKH�8�6��&RQVWLWXWLRQ��,I�UDWLÀHG��WKH�DPRXQW�ZH�VSHQG�
could not exceed the revenue we take in, and spend-
ing would be capped at 18% of gross domestic product 
(GDP). The president would also be required to submit a 
balanced federal budget proposal to Congress. Nebraska 
EDODQFHV�LWV�EXGJHW��ZKLFK�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�ÀVFDO�VWDELOLW\�LQ�
our state. It is time for Washington to do the same. 

Keeping Washington Honest
Washington has not been honest about the true cost of 
its programs. Currently, the federal government under-
estimates the costs of federal credit programs. It does 
not account for market risk or the costs associated with 
individuals defaulting on federally backed loans, such as 
mortgages or student loans. The Congressional Budget 
2IÀFH�KDV�EHHQ�LVVXLQJ�ZDUQLQJV�IRU�\HDUV�DERXW�WKH�LQ-
accuracy of its accounting programs, which are required 
under current law. These congressionally required budget 
gimmicks hide the true costs of government spending 
and total hundreds of billions of dollars. Failing to in-
clude the cost of default on federally-backed loans, which

is increasingly likely during weak economic periods, is 
dishonest to taxpayers who must foot the bill. Includ-
ing these costs on the government books is known as 
“fair-value” accounting, a real world accounting meth-
od commonly used by private sector investors.  

In an effort to rein in spending, I introduced the Bud-
get and Accounting Transparency Act. This bill increases 
honesty in government accounting practices by re-
quiring the full costs of federal credit programs to be 
included in both annual budgets and cost estimates for 
future legislation.

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
Another over-regulator is the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB). Created by Dodd-Frank, 
it was given unprecedented regulatory power over 
almost every facet of our economy, including mortgag-
es, foreclosure procedures, and even auto loans. The 
agency has virtually no accountability to the American 
people because elected lawmakers have limited ability 
to restrain its actions.  

A single director nominated by the president holds 
most of the power. I believe decisions governing such 
D�SRZHUIXO�DJHQF\�VKRXOG�UHÁHFW�LQSXW�IURP�DOO�VLGHV��
rather than placing broad regulatory authority in the 
KDQGV�RI�D�VLQJOH�XQHOHFWHG�RIÀFLDO�ZLWK�OLWWOH�RYHU-
sight from Congress. Similarly, the approval process 
for regulations issued by the CFPB requires changes to 
strengthen oversight. 

With this in mind, I introduced legislative solutions to 
install checks on this bureau’s power, and to enhance 
its transparency and accountability to the public. The 
Consumer Financial Protection Commission Act would 
replace the agency’s single director position with a 
ÀYH�PHPEHU��ELSDUWLVDQ�FRPPLVVLRQ��The CFPB Im-
provement Act would change the requirement for the 
Financial Stability Oversight Council’s voting members 
to overturn CFPB regulations, giving stronger over-
sight to the Council.
e-member, 
Ending Rewards for Bad Behavior
Like many Nebraskans, I was deeply troubled to learn 
that despite being cited for misconduct in 2010, 2011, 
and 2012, many IRS employees still received bonuses. 
This is a breach of public trust. I sent a letter to IRS 
Commissioner Koskinen requesting that IRS employees 
ZKR�IDLO�WR�ÀOH�RU�SD\�WD[HV�EH�LPPHGLDWHO\�GLVPLVVHG��
not rewarded. The letter also demanded answers for 
mismanagement and wrongful bonuses.  Addition-
ally, I cosponsored the Stop Wasteful Federal Bonuses 
Act, which would limit the ability of federal agencies 
to award bonuses to employees who are not in good 
standing with their agency or the law.

IMPROVING ACCOUNTABILITY
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It is Congress’ duty and responsibility 
to conduct its oversight role to the 
fullest. The American people demand 
accountability – and deserve nothing less.
“ “
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R
egulations can be important for protecting the 

public welfare, but they must be based on sound 

science and balanced with economic demands. It   

is important that regulatory policies are ground-

ed in common sense and subject to a thorough cost-bene-

ÀW�DQDO\VLV��,W�LV�DOVR�FULWLFDO�WKDW�UXOHPDNLQJ�LV�FRQGXFWHG�
LQ�DQ�RSHQ�DQG�WUDQVSDUHQW�SURFHVV�ZKHUH�DOO�VWDNHKROG-

ers’ views are considered. 

Improving the Regulatory Process

I have been deeply engaged in efforts to restore account-

ability and oversight for federal agencies that have un-

leashed an onslaught of new regulations.  

Federal agencies should only adopt regulations if the 

EHQHÀWV�MXVWLI\�WKH�FRVWV��,�FRVSRQVRUHG�WKH�Regulatory Re-
sponsibility for our Economy Act, which tailors regulations 

to accomplish their goals while imposing the least burden 

on society; it also allows for public participation. 

Another piece of legislation I cosponspred was the Regu-
lations from the Executive In Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act, 
which requires any rule or regulation with an economic 

impact of $100 million or more to come before Congress 

IRU�DQ�XS�RU�GRZQ�YRWH�EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�HIIHFW��7KLV�PDNHV�
VXUH�1HEUDVNDQV�KDYH�D�VD\�RQ�FRVWO\�QHZ�:DVKLQJWRQ�
red tape. 

7KH�2EDPD�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�XVHG�´JXLG-

ance documents” to expand agencies’ regulatory reach, 

avoiding the established vetting process. I cosponsored 

the Closing Regulatory Loopholes Act, which grants Con-

JUHVV�LQFUHDVHG�RYHUVLJKW�RYHU�DFWLRQV�WDNHQ�WKURXJK�WKLV�
loophole.

Stopping Regulatory Overreach

:KHQ�,�YLVLW�ZLWK�OHQGHUV��EDQNHUV��DQG�MRE�FUHDWRUV�
responsible for economic growth across the state, I hear 

WKH�FRPPRQ�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�:DVKLQJWRQ·V�KHDY\�KDQGHG�
overregulation.

6HQDWRU�'HEELH�6WDEHQRZ��'�0,��DQG�,�ZRUNHG�WR�VKHS-

KHUG�OHJLVODWLRQ�WR�HOLPLQDWH�DQ�RXWGDWHG�SDSHUZRUN�
PDQGDWH�WKDW�XQQHFHVVDULO\�EXUGHQHG�DXWR�GHDOHUV��2XU�
measure (H.R. 724), which was signed into law, ended the 

requirement that auto dealers provide purchasers with a 

FHUWLÀFDWH�VWDWLQJ�WKH�YHKLFOH�PHHWV�&OHDQ�$LU�$FW��&$$��
HPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��7KLV�SDSHUZRUN�ZDV�SRLQWOHVV��DV�
all new vehicles already must comply with CAA before 

entering commerce.

Fighting for Affordable Energy

$V�1HEUDVNDQV��ZH�DUH�IRUWXQDWH�WR�HQMR\�VRPH�RI�WKH�
lowest electricity rates in the country, receiving approx-

LPDWHO\�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�RXU�SRZHU�IURP�FRDO�ÀUHG�JHQHUD-

tion. New proposals from EPA mandating carbon dioxide 

emission reductions threaten our state’s continued energy 

prosperity. I have raised concerns regarding these pro-

SRVHG�UXOHV�ZLWK�(3$��VSHDNLQJ�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�(3$�
Administrator about potential impacts. 

During the nomination process for EPA Administrator 

*LQD�0F&DUWK\��,�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�P\�5HSXEOLFDQ�FROOHDJXHV�
RQ�WKH�6HQDWH�(QLYRUQPHQWDO�3XEOLF�:RUNV�&RPPLWWHH�WR�
extract some important commitments regarding the EPA’s 

UXOHPDNLQJ�SURFHVV��:H�IRFXVHG�RQ�PDNLQJ�SXEOLF�WKH�
XQGHUO\LQJ�VFLHQWLÀF�GDWD�XSRQ�ZKLFK�&OHDQ�$LU�$FW�UXOHV�
DUH�SURPXOJDWHG��À[LQJ�HFRQRPLF�DQDO\VLV�GHÀFLHQFLHV��
enhancing transparency measures, and improving the 

agency’s protocols related to Freedom of Information Act 

�)2,$��UHTXHVWV��7KHVH�UHIRUPV�DUH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�
ensuring fair and balanced consideration of envi

CUTTING RED TAPE
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environmental policies that impact America’s ener-
gy future.

I have also worked to defend a fair regulatory 
environment for nuclear energy. Nebraskans re-
ceive about a quarter of our electricity from nuclear 
power, and we are fortunate to have productive, 
environmentally sound uranium mining facilities 
in our state. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) plays an important role in ensuring the safe 
and successful management of these operations. 
Through the Senate EPW Committee’s oversight of 
the NRC, I have pressed for the Commission to ad-
here to its principles of good regulation—indepen-
GHQFH��RSHQQHVV��HIÀFLHQF\��FODULW\��DQG�UHOLDELOLW\���

Massive Federal Overreach

I believe private landowners, farmers, ranch-
ers, and local communities do a tremendous job 
taking care of the natural resources entrusted to 
WKHP��7KDW�LV�ZK\�,·P�ÀJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�PLVJXLGHG�
attempts to expand federal power, which would 
usurp local decision-making authority and under-
PLQH�SULYDWH�SURSHUW\�ULJKWV��6SHFLÀFDOO\��,�KDYH�
been leading the charge against the EPA’s efforts 
to expand its control over “waters of the United 
States.” Under the proposed rule, federal bureau-
crats – not state and local authorities – could assert 
control over water resources. This means the fed-
eral government could regulate almost any body 
of water, from road ditches to farm ponds. Nebras-
kans own the surface and ground water within our 
state boundaries. This overreach by the federal 

government is dramatic in scope and unprecedent-
ed in effect.

 To push back against this overreach and pre-
serve state and local control over our land and our 
water, I cosponsored the Protecting Water and 
Property Rights Act of 2014– a bill to stop the rule 
from taking effect. I have also raised my strong 
concerns directly with EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy and Ken Koposis, the president’s nomi-
QHH�WR�KHDG�WKH�(3$·V�ZDWHU�RIÀFH��

In addition, I voiced concern regarding proposed 
federal land acquisitions and introduced amend-
ments to the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act of 2014 to 
strengthen local input in the federal land aquis-
tion process.
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Federal policies have moved our health care sys-
tem away from focusing on patients and their 
needs. Massive bureaucracies have invaded the 
doctor-patient relationship, imposing more reg-

ulations on health providers and higher cost burdens on 
families. 

It is crucial to bring common sense and humanity back 
to the health care system. Policymakers need to reduce 
regulatory burdens, incentivize innovation, and ensure 
Americans can access the care they need.

Ensuring Equal Treatment
Millions of people have lost their private health insurance 
because of Obamacare and nearly 20,000 Nebraskans 
KDYH�FRQWDFWHG�P\�RIÀFH�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�FRQFHUQV��'H-
spite promises by the president that you could keep your 
current plan, continue to see your preferred doctor, and 
that health costs would shrink, the opposite has proven 
true for too many families across the nation. 

By selectively enforcing Obamacare coverage mandates 
and ignoring others until it is politically convenient, the 
Administration is unfairly burdening millions of Amer-
icans. To stop the government from picking winners 
and losers, I introduced the FAIR Act, which delays the 
individual mandate anytime the employer mandate is 
GHOD\HG��0\�ELOO�ZRXOG�OHYHO�WKH�SOD\LQJ�ÀHOG��IUHHLQJ�DOO�
Americans from Obamacare’s individual mandate.

Slashing Regulatory Burdens on Health Care Providers
The federal government too often saddles doctors and 
KRVSLWDOV�ZLWK�FRPSOH[�SDSHUZRUN�DQG�XQPDQDJHDEOH�
regulatory costs. Arbitrary regulations waste time and 
resources that could be spent providing quality care to 
patients. 

I introduced the Two-Midnight Rule Coordination and 
Improvement Act to get rid of an arbitrary rule that man-
dates inpatient versus outpatient status based solely on 
the amount of time an individual spends in the hospital. 
It does not make sense that a patient who stays in the 
hospital 25 hours is considered an inpatient while another 
staying 47 hours could be considered an outpatient. One-
VL]H�ÀWV�DOO�PHGLFLQH�GRHV�QRW�ZRUN�

Protecting Rural Health and Ensuring Access
Rural hospitals are vital to providing critical care and job 
opportunities for communities in Nebraska and across 
the country. Unfortunately, Obamacare’s rules have 
created additional challenges in places where access to 
health services is already limited. These new Washington 
regulations do not address the unique concerns of rural 
Nebraskans.

HEALTH CARE
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I cosponsored several bills to ease challenges faced by 

rural providers. The Protecting Access to Rural Therapy 
Services (PARTS) Act would allow general supervision, 

rather than direct supervision, by a physician or nurse 

practitioner for many outpatient therapy services, provid-

LQJ�ÁH[LELOLW\�LQ�PHHWLQJ�UXUDO�SDWLHQWV·�QHHG�IRU�VHUYLFHV�

The Critical Access Hospital Relief Act removes the Medi-

care condition of payment requiring critical access hos-

pitals (CAHs) to certify that a patient will be discharged 

or transferred within 96 hours after admission. Some 

situations require longer monitoring, and doctors should 

not be forced to transfer patients from the comfort of their 

own community just so they can be reimbursed by Medi-

care.

Safeguarding Health Data Security
Because of Obamacare, millions of Americans are forced 

to disclose more of their personal information – including 

their Social Security numbers and health care informa-

tion – to a federal website that has been nothing short of 

a disaster. Even before the website went live, staff at the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the agency 

responsible for overseeing the rollout of the Obamacare 

website, recognized that it was not secure. 

Thats why I became an original cosponsor of the Health 
Exchange Security and Transparency Act. This bill would 

require the Secretary of Health and Human Services to 

disclose to individuals within two business days any 

EUHDFK�RI�D�V\VWHP�PDLQWDLQHG�E\�DQ�LQVXUDQFH�H[FKDQJH�
that results in personal information being stolen or un-

lawfully accessed. 

Increasing Family Control over Healthcare
Obamacare strengthened a federal panel – the U.S. Pre-

ventive Services Task Force – to decide which preventive 

services must be covered by private insurers. Their deci-

VLRQV�DOVR�VWURQJO\�LQÁXHQFH�ZKLFK�SUHYHQWLYH�VHUYLFHV�
will be covered 

by Medicare 

and Medicaid.

In 2009, the 

federal task 

force made the 

controversial 

recommenda-

tion that wom-

en between the 

ages of 40-49 

did not need 

regular mam-

mograms. In 

response to 

widespread 

backlash, Congress included in Obamacare a provision 

negating the recommendation, leaving federal mam-

mography coverage unchanged until the task force 

decides to make a new recommendation. This same 

federal task force has also recommended against regu-

lar prostate screenings.

I introduced the Healthy Families Act, which would 

require the Preventive Services Task Force to enhance 

WUDQVSDUHQF\�DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\��6SHFLÀFDOO\��LW�LQFUHDV-
es public involvement, including from medical associ-

DWLRQV�DQG�SK\VLFLDQ�H[SHUWV��WKURXJK�RSHQ�PHHWLQJV�
and empowers families to have a greater say in their 

health care. 

Obamacare also presents unique challenges for preg-

nant women. Because health premiums have risen for 

many families, Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) are 

increasingly attractive options for those already utiliz-

ing high deductible health plans. 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��ZRPHQ�VXIIHU�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�ÀQDQ-

cial penalties if they choose to participate in HSAs as 

pregnancies typically cost more than the HSA cap set 

by Obamacare. The result is fewer affordable health 

plan options for women – particularly young women 

looking to start families.

8QGHU�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�UXOHV�JRYHUQLQJ�KLJK�GHGXFWLEOH�
KHDOWK�SODQV��FHUWDLQ�SUHYHQWLYH�FDUH�EHQHÀWV�FDQ�EH�
offered with no deductible. I have offered the Women’s 
Health Act, which allows insurance companies to pro-

vide high deductible health plans that pay for routine 

prenatal, pregnancy, and post-partum procedures with-

RXW�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ�WKH�SODQ·V�GHGXFWLEOH��7KHVH�SURSRVDOV�
provide families with more health care options and 

more control over their own care.
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TRANSPORTATION

As a member of the Senate 
Environment & Public Works 
(EPW) Committee, I was pleased 
to work in a bipartisan manner 
to advance the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA), which 
establishes priorities for the 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
maintain navigable channels, 
reduce flood and storm damage, 
and restore aquatic ecosystems. I 
led the Nebraska Congressional 
delegation in advocating for 
provisions that were included 
in WRDA to advance stalled 
flood control projects, including 
levee improvements essential to 
protecting critical infrastructure 
in Nebraska. These projects 
protect the quality of over half 
of Nebraska’s drinking water, 
the Army National Guard Camp 
at Ashland, and highly-traveled 
portions of Interstate 80 and 
State Highway 6. 

I also worked to advance 
the EPW’s bipartisan bill 
to reauthorize surface 
transportation programs, 
which included provisions I 
championed to empower states, 
streamline environmental 
reviews and accelerate project 

Improving Infrastructure

I believe one of the 
top priorities of the 
federal government 
is to provide for the 

building and maintenance 
of modern infrastructure. In 
the Nebraska Legislature, I 
chaired the Transportation 
and Telecommunications 
Committee, where we worked 
together to increase investment 
in infrastructure without 
raising taxes. We made difficult 
decisions in order to prioritize 
existing revenue to boost 
funding for new roads. I am 
working with my colleagues 
in the U.S. Senate to ensure 
that federal infrastructure 
challenges can be met with 
the same sense of priority 
and fiscal responsibility that 
we  have demonstrated in 
Nebraska.

delivery. These provisions were 
drafted in consultation with key 
transportation stakeholders in 
Nebraska, including officials 
from the Nebraska Department 
of Roads.

The first provision allows states 
to provide their own certification 
regarding the appropriate level 
of environmental review of 
certain projects, rather than 
wasting time waiting for the 
federal government to provide 
the assessments.

The second provision 
establishes procedures – based 
on a template developed by 
the Transportation Secretary 
– allowing states, in addition 
to the federal government, 
to determine which state 
or federal agencies (U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Historical Society, etc.) must be 
consulted prior to beginning an 
infrastructure project.

I will continue to push 
for policies that prioritize 
infrastructure development and 
reduce unnecessary regulations.
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AGRICULTURE

Nebraska’s agricultural 
industry is central to the 
success of our state, con-
tributing more than $24 

billion annually to our economy. Ac-
cording to the Nebraska Department 
of Agriculture, for every dollar in 
Nebraska ag exports, $1.29 in addi-
tional economic activity is generated 
throughout our state. Nebraska leads 
the nation in several areas of agricul-
WXUH��IURP�PRVW�FDWWOH�RQ�IHHG�WR�ÀUVW�
in popcorn production. Finding the 
right federal policies that allow our 
farmers and ranchers to reach their 
full potential is critically important 
not only for our state’s economy, but 
also for a hungry, growing glob-
al population. I worked with my 
colleagues in the 113th Congress to 
promote ag-friendly policies and 
eliminate needless regula-
tions 

The farm bill also included an 
DPHQGPHQW�,�RIIHUHG�WR�À[�EXUHDX-
cratic hurdles impacting farmers’ 
access to seeds. The bipartisan 
amendment, cosponsored by Senator 
Carper (D-DE), ensures the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) does 
not treat biotech seeds as pesticides 
when shipments are imported.

Supporting Home-Grown 
Renewables
Our state has answered the call to 
invest in domestic renewable fuel 
production. Nebraska has 24 ethanol 
plants and an annual production 
capacity of 2.3 billion gallons. These 
plants represent more
than $5 billion in capital investment 
in the state and 

Delivering Regulatory Relief
Unnecessary federal regulations 
have created many challenges for our 
producers, holding them back from 
reaching their full potential. 

I am proud that my efforts in the 
113th Congress helped to achieve a 
major regulatory relief victory for the 
agricultural community. Compliance 
with EPA’s Spill Prevention, Control, 
and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule 
for on-farm fuel storage has been 
among the top regulatory concerns 
for farmers and ranchers. I continual-
ly highlighted this issue in the Senate 
Environment & Pulic Works 

Committee and insisted that an 

SPCC fix be included in the Wa-

ter Resources Development Act 

(WRDA). Because of this per-

sistence and the ability to work 

toward a bipartisan solution, 

SPCC relief passed the Senate 

and became law through the 

WRDA bill. 

Many regulations impact a vari-

ety of industries. For more infor-

mation on my work to roll back 

federal regulations, please see 

the section on Cutting Federal 

Red Tape. 

provide direct employment for ap-

proximately 1,200 Nebraskans. 

I was pleased to welcome Nebraska 

IDUPHU�-RQ�+RO]IDVWHU��ZKR�WHVWLÀHG�
at a Senate Environment & Public 

Works Committee oversight hearing 

on domestic renewable fuels. He 

highlighted how, through careful 

stewardship and the adoption of 

innovative technologies, our farm-

ers are able to produce an abundant 

supply of food, feed, and fuel in an 

environmentally-sustainable 

manner. 

WKDW�VWLÁH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�RXU�IDUP-

ers and ranchers.

2014 Farm Bill
This year, I was pleased to back a 

farm bill that supports Nebraska’s 

thriving ag economy. This legisla-

tion was the result of a long, collab-

orative, bipartisan process. The 2014 

farm bill reforms risk management 

and disaster assistance programs, 

promotes environmental steward-

ship, bolsters export opportunities, 

encourages rural development, ad-

vances research, and provides nutri-

tional assistance to needy families. 
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Pro-Life Issues

Throughout my time in public service, I have been 
committed to supporting commonsense, pro-life 
measures that offer compassion for women and 
XQERUQ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�GLIÀFXOW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�

1HEUDVND�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�VWDWH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�SDVV�D����
ZHHN�DERUWLRQ�EDQ��ZKLFK�,�VXSSRUWHG�DV�D�VWDWH�VHQDWRU��
That legislation passed by an overwhelming vote of 44 
WR�����3UR�OLIH�DQG�SUR�FKRLFH�VHQDWRUV�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�
VXSSRUWHG�WKH�ELOO�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�JRRG�SROLF\�

$V�D�8�6��VHQDWRU��,�FRVSRQVRUHG�WKH�Pain-Capable Un-
born Child Protection Act, a bill prohibiting abortions of 
SUHJQDQFLHV�DIWHU����ZHHNV�²�WKH�SRLQW�DW�ZKLFK�XQERUQ�
FKLOGUHQ�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�IHHOLQJ�SDLQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VFLHQWLÀF�
HYLGHQFH��7KH�$PHULFDQ�SHRSOH�VXSSRUW��OLPLWV�RQ�ODWH�
term abortions, and I believe this reasonable measure 
VKRXOG�EH�DGRSWHG�DW�WKH�IHGHUDO�OHYHO�

Adoption

Adoption forever changes the lives of countless 
FKLOGUHQ�LQ�QHHG�RI�ORYLQJ�IDPLOLHV��,�DGPLUH�
the generous women and men who are willing 
to open their homes to children in need of a 

family, and I will continue to promote policies that sup-
SRUW�GRPHVWLF�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DGRSWLRQ�

Unfortunately, many individuals utilizing federal family 
planning services do not receive adequate information 
about important opportunities for birth and adoptive 
SDUHQWV��,W�LV�FULWLFDO�WKDW�WKRVH�VHHNLQJ�WKHVH�VHUYLFHV�DUH�
LQIRUPHG�RI�DOO�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHP�

To address this shortcoming, I introduced the Adoption 
Information Act to ensure that individuals utilizing feder-
ally-funded family planning service programs are made 
DZDUH�RI�WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV��6SHFLÀFDOO\��WKLV�OHJLVODWLRQ�
would require family planning service project or pro-
gram grant recipients to provide each person served by 
the project or program a pamphlet containing a list of all 
the adoption centers in the state, along with their contact 
LQIRUPDWLRQ��

Additionally, countless families face challenges when 
DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�DGRSW�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��6LQFH�ODVW�\HDU��WKH�
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has blocked 

adoptions of Congolese children by families in other na-
WLRQV��%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�'5&·V�UHFHQW�DFWLRQV��PRUH�WKDQ�����
8�6��IDPLOLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�VHYHUDO�LQ�1HEUDVND��KDYH�QRW�
\HW�EHHQ�XQLWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�DGRSWHG�FKLOGUHQ�²�HYHQ�DIWHU�
FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�OHJDO�SURFHVVHV��7KH�'5&�VLPSO\�ZLOO�QRW�
DOORZ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�OHDYH�

I have joined several bipartisan, bicameral efforts by 
members of Congress requesting our counterparts in 
the DRC reform their adoption policy and allow these 
FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�DGRSWHG�E\�D�FDULQJ�IDPLO\�

Second Amendment

I DP�D�VWURQJ�VXSSRUWHU�RI�RXU�6HFRQG�$PHQGPHQW�right to keep and bear arms, and I oppose attempts 
to restrict the ability of law-abiding citizens to exer-
FLVH�WKHLU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�ULJKWV��,Q�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

6HQDWH��,�KDYH�IRXJKW�D�QXPEHU�RI�OHJLVODWLYH�SURSRVDOV�
WKDW�ZRXOG�FXUWDLO�WKHVH�ULJKWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��,�RSSRVHG�
gun control legislation that would have laid the ground-
ZRUN�IRU�D�QDWLRQDO�JXQ�UHJLVWU\��,Q�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��
national registries have served as a precursor to wide-
spread bans, which had little or no impact on violent 
FULPH��
 
Additionally, I supported federal legislation introduced 
E\�6HQDWRUV�&KXFN�*UDVVOH\��5�,$��DQG�7HG�&UX]��5�
TX) that would increase funding for school security 
PHDVXUHV�LQVWHDG�RI�LQIULQJLQJ�RQ�$PHULFDQV·�FRQVWLWX-
WLRQDO�ULJKWV��7KH�*UDVVOH\�&UX]�SURSRVDO�ZRXOG�DOVR�
À[�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�1DWLRQDO�,QVWDQW�&ULPLQDO�
%DFNJURXQG�&KHFN�6\VWHP��

)XUWKHUPRUH��,�RSSRVHG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�EHFRPLQJ�D�
signatory to the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty 
�$77���7KH�SURSRVHG�$77�IDLOV�WR�UHFRJQL]H�$PHULFDQV·�
rights to keep and bear arms for self-defense, hunting, 
VSRUWLQJ��DQG�RWKHU�ODZIXO�DFWLYLWLHV�

UPHOLDING OUR VALUES 
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Adoption forever changes the lives of countless 
children in need of loving families. I admire the 
generous women and men who are willing to 
open their homes to children in need of a family, 
and I will continue to promote policies that 
support domestic and international adoption.

“

”
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Protecting Our Border and Enforcing Immigration Laws

We are a compassionate, generous nation that 
has long welcomed immigrants through 
the legal process. While we are a nation of 
immigrants, we are also a nation of laws, 

and our laws must be enforced. Enhancing border securi-
W\�PXVW�EH�RXU�ÀUVW�SULRULW\��ERUGHU�VHFXULW\�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�
national security. We must also address our nation’s legal 
immigration process and ensure that the system for legal 
HQWU\�LV�VDIH��VHFXUH��DQG�HIÀFLHQW��,�KDYH�WDNHQ�VHYHUDO�
important actions in the U.S. Senate to protect our coun-
try and strengthen our immigration policy.

7R�LPSURYH�ERUGHU�VHFXULW\��,�LQWURGXFHG�DQ�DPHQGPHQW�
to implement a biometric entry-exit system at all points of 
HQWU\�VR�ZH�FDQ�WUDFN�ZKR�LV�FRPLQJ�LQWR�DQG�OHDYLQJ�WKH�
country. Such a system was recommended by the bipar-
WLVDQ������&RPPLVVLRQ��EXW�QHYHU�LPSOHPHQWHG��+DYLQJ�
DQ�HIIHFWLYH�ELRPHWULF�V\VWHP�LV�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�RYHU�
40 percent of our nation’s illegal immigration problem 
LV�GXH�WR�YLVD�RYHUVWD\V��/LNHZLVH��,�KDYH�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�PDQGDWRU\�HPSOR\PHQW�YHULÀFDWLRQ�
system.

2XU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�SROLF\�ZLOO�RQO\�EH�HIIHFWLYH�LI�LW�LV�HQ-
IRUFHG��,�KDYH�FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�IRU�KLV�IDLOXUH�WR�
HQIRUFH�RXU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�ODZV��,Q�������WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�&XVWRPV�(QIRUFHPHQW��,&(��UHOHDVHG�
68,000 potentially deportable illegal immigrants deemed 
E\�,&(�WR�SRVH�D�FULPLQDO�WKUHDW��,&(�KDV�EHHQ�GLUHFWHG�WR�
refrain from imprisoning those who are in the U.S. ille-
JDOO\�XQOHVV�D�VHULRXV�FULPH�LV�FRPPLWWHG��,�KDYH�SXEOLFO\�
expressed strong opposition to this proposal.

When our country experienced a surge in border crossing 
E\�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�PLQRUV��WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�DQ-
nounced its intention to relocate minors into communities 
DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��,�FRVSRQVRUHG�WKH�8$&�6WDWH�1RWLÀ-
cation Act�WKDW�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�
QRWLI\�VWDWHV�ZKHQ�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�FKLOGUHQ��8$&V��DUH�
placed with family members or sponsors within states.

,Q�$XJXVW�RI�������,�WUDYHOHG�WR�7H[DV�ZLWK�D�ELSDUWLVDQ�
JURXS�RI�VHQDWRUV�WR�VHH�WKH�ERUGHU�ÀUVWKDQG�DQG�DVVHVV�
WKH�FULVLV��:H�ÀUVW�YLVLWHG�WKH�0F$OOHQ�%RUGHU�3DWURO�
6WDWLRQ��ZKHUH�ZH�PHW�ZLWK�&XVWRPV�DQG�%RUGHU�3D-
trol agents. This is the largest and busiest station in the 
5LR�*UDQGH�9DOOH\�6HFWRU��ZLWK�RYHU�������ERUGHU�SDWURO�
DJHQWV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�
QDWLRQZLGH��:H�DOVR�KDG�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�YLVLW�D�+HDOWK�DQG�
+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV�IDFLOLW\�ZKHUH�XQDFFRPSDQLHG�PLQRUV�
were held. Finally, we had the opportunity to spend time 
DW�WKH�+LGDOJR�%ULGJH��ZKLFK�FRQQHFWV�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
DQG�0H[LFR��7KLV�YLVLW�UHLQIRUFHG�P\�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�RXU�
LPPLJUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�QHHGV�D�VHULRXV�RYHUKDXO�DQG�WKDW�ZH�
PXVW�SURPRWH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�SXW�VHFXULW\�ÀUVW�

IMMIGRATION

20



Nebraska is fortunate to have strong schools 
with wonderful educators who equip our 
students with the tools they need to succeed. 
Before I served in the Nebraska Legislature, I 

was a longtime school board member and served as pres-
ident of the Nebraska Association of School Boards. These 
positions helped shape my views on education policy as a 
state lawmaker and now as a U.S. Senator. Nebraska, like 
every state, has unique strengths and challenges specif-
ic to its schools and students. Parents, teachers, school 
boards, and communities know best the needs of their 
students. That is why I believe education decisions are 
best made at the state and local level, not by Washington 
bureaucrats. We must ensure our public policy enhances 
the classroom experience and helps place students on the 
path for bright, successful futures.

Fighting Common Core

The awarding of federal education waivers and grants 
has favored Common Core states, which backhandedly 
encourages the adoption of these multi-state education 
standards. That is simply unfair. Nebraska should have 
D�OHYHO�SOD\LQJ�ÀHOG�RQ�ZKLFK�WR�FRPSHWH�IRU�HGXFDWLRQ�
grants and waivers without being compelled to adopt 
multi-state education standards like Common Core. I 
joined my colleagues in sending a letter to leading Senate 
appropriators against these unfair incentives. We argued 
in favor of restoring the states’ primary role in determin-
ing our education curriculum. The federal government 
should promote policies that improve the ability of indi-
YLGXDO�VWDWHV�WR�EHVW�PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�VSHFLÀF�FRPPXQL-
ties. 

Allocating for Children’s Education (ACE) Act
I introduced the Allocating for Children’s Education (ACE) 
Act, to address another concern for middle class families: 
rising education costs. All parents – whether your chil-
dren are in public or private schools, or are homeschooled  
face steep costs related to purchasing school supplies or 

covering extracurricular expenses. This is especially true 
for parents with special needs children. 

A “Coverdell” education savings account is a savings 
plan available for families to use in order to pay for qual-
LÀHG�HGXFDWLRQ�H[SHQVHV��&XUUHQWO\��IDPLOLHV�FDQ�VHW�DVLGH�
up to $2,000 in a Coverdell account. Taxes are not paid 
on savings as long as the funds are used for educational 
expenses. 

4XDOLÀHG�HOHPHQWDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�H[SHQVHV�
include:

•Tuition, fees, and academic tutoring;
•Special needs services;
•Books, supplies, and other equipment for students 
enrolled in qualifying public, private, religious school, 
or qualifying home school states; and
•Expenses for the purchase of any computer technol-
ogy or equipment or Internet access and related ser-
vices.

As a result, families who regularly contribute to Cover-
dell accounts can save thousands of dollars over the long-
term. The ACE Act would increase the contribution limit 
to $5,000, allowing parents to save more money so they 
can afford to provide children a high quality education. 

Supporting Our Schools
I have continued to support our federally impacted 
schools in Nebraska. The Impact Aid program provides 
ÀQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�ORFDO�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV�WKDW�DUH�DIIHFW-
ed by federal activities. Such activities include the federal 
JRYHUQPHQW·V�RZQHUVKLS�RI�VSHFLÀF�ODQGV��,�MRLQHG�P\�
colleagues in sending a letter to leading Senate appropri-
ators requesting continued funding for the Impact Aid 
Program. 

EDUCATION
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Y
ears of economic pain and stubborn uncertainty 

have taken their toll on middle class families. 

Too many continue to struggle. Worries over 

HYHU\GD\�DIIRUGDELOLW\�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�ÀQDQFLDO�
security persist in Nebraska and across the nation. Those 

Americans who have jobs are often underemployed, and 

forced to work two or three jobs just to make ends meet. 

Still, some families cannot get ahead. 

Increased pressure on shrinking family budgets adds 

stress for parents of young children or those caring for 

elderly loved ones. While Washington remains paralyzed 

over how to pass big policy changes to jumpstart the 

economy, there are reasonable measures I believe we can 

all agree on to make life easier for working families.

I have introduced a number of proposals – my “Strong 

Families, Strong Communities” plan – to help all Ameri-

FDQV�KDYH�PRUH�ÁH[LELOLW\�DW�ZRUN��PRUH�WDNH�KRPH�SD\��
and more options to meet family obligations.

Workplace Flexibility to Meet Family Needs
Different families have different needs. Most American 

families, though, struggle with balancing responsibili-

ties at home with duties at work. The pressure of raising 

\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZKLOH�FDULQJ�IRU�HOGHUO\�SDUHQWV�LV�H[DF-
erbated by rigid work schedules. Not all parents enjoy 

ÁH[LEOH�ZRUN�DUUDQJHPHQWV��GHVSLWH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPSOH[�
family demands. With more than half of women work-

LQJ�DV�SULPDU\�EUHDGZLQQHUV��ZRUNSODFH�ÁH[LELOLW\�KDV�
become a necessity for 21st century families. 

The solutions for these families are not new, one-size-

ÀWV�DOO�IHGHUDO�PDQGDWHV��,QVWHDG��ZH�VKRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�D�
balanced, innovative approach that respects both family 

obligations and employers’ costs of doing business. 

That is why I have offered a policy proposal that would 

enable working families to have continued access to pay 

while they are meeting necessary family obligations. 

I introduced The Strong Families Act, which would create 

D�WD[�FUHGLW�IRU�HPSOR\HUV�WR�RIIHU�SDLG�OHDYH�IRU�DOO�
employees covered under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

Senator Angus King (I-ME) is a lead cosponsor of my 

legislation.

7R�EH�HOLJLEOH�IRU�WKH�WD[�FUHGLW��WKH�HPSOR\HU�ZRXOG��DW�
a minimum, be required to offer 4 weeks of paid leave; 

they may offer more. Employees would be allowed 

to take FMLA leave after 90 days on the job. The paid 

leave would be available on an hourly basis and would 

be separate from the other vacation or sick leave. For 

each hour of paid leave provided, the employer would 

UHFHLYH�D����SHUFHQW�QRQ�UHIXQGDEOH�WD[�FUHGLW��WKH�PRUH�
SDLG�)0/$�WLPH�WKH�HPSOR\HU�RIIHUV��WKH�JUHDWHU�WKH�WD[�
credit. 

Ensuring Equal Pay for Equal Work
Both the Equal Pay Act of 1963 and Title VII of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 have dramatically increased 

career opportunities for women and helped ensure they 

receive equal pay for equal work – a principle I strongly 

VXSSRUW��'HVSLWH�VLJQLÀFDQW�SURJUHVV�LQ�VFKRROV�DQG�LQ�
the workplace, some women continue to struggle with 

gender-based pay discrimination, directly impacting 

WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRG��ÀQDQFLDO�IXWXUH��DQG�MRE�VHFXULW\�

The prevailing concern among women with wage 

discrimination indicates there is more work to do. I led  

Senators Susan Collins (R-ME), Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), 

and Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) in offering a proposal to 

modernize key portions of the 51-year-old Equal Pay 

Act.

Our Workplace Advancement Plan:

•Protects employees by stopping employers from 

punishing or retaliating against employees for dis-

cussing their salaries with one another;

�5HLQIRUFHV�HPSOR\HUV·�H[LVWLQJ�REOLJDWLRQV�WR�IXOO\�
apprise employees of their rights regarding pay dis-

crimination; and

•Addresses the opportunity gap by consolidating a 

QXPEHU�RI�GXSOLFDWLYH�SURJUDPV�DQG�XVHV�H[LVWLQJ�
funding to create a grant program that would pro-

vide training to men and women in underrepresent-

ed sectors of the economy. The program would allow 

businesses to partner with state workforce agencies 

WR�WUDLQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�ÀOO�DYDLODEOH�MREV�

Our proposal to directly address discrimination in the 

workplace is a reasonable, fact-based approach. More 

government and more lawyers will not lead to more 

pay for women. Women want good jobs with more 

take-home pay; that means actual economic growth and 

more job opportunities.

STRONG FAMILIES
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Native Americans are an important part of our 
state’s rich cultural heritage. For thousands of 
years, several different tribes – descendants 
of the Plains Indians – inhabited the land that 

is now within our state boundaries. As a member of the 
Senate Indian Affairs Committee, I have the opportunity 
to work on several unique issues facing the Native Amer-
ican community.  

Chief Standing Bear National Historic Trail Study
One of Ne-
braska’s most 
famous Native 
Americans is 
Chief Stand-
ing Bear, a 19th 

century leader 
of the Ponca 
Tribe. Chief 
Standing Bear 
set upon a path 
to recognize the 
dignity inherent 
with his people, 
and established 
himself as a 
PDMRU�ÀJXUH�
in the Amer-
ican struggle 
for civil rights. 
To honor this 

legacy, Senator Johanns and I introduced legislation to 
explore the possibility of creating a Chief Standing Bear 
National Historic Trail. I also joined Senator Johanns in 
sending a letter to the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources Chairwoman Mary Landrieu (D- LA) 
and Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski (R-AK). The letter 
respectfully requests that they schedule a hearing on our 
bill and favorably report it for potential consideration by 
the full Senate.
 
Expanding Opportunity for Native American Children
I enjoyed working with Senator Heidi Heitkamp 
(D-ND) to address the challenges facing Native Ameri-
can children in Nebraska and across the country. I also 
cosponsored her legislation, the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native Children Act. This 
bill uses existing funding to create a national commission 

on Native American children that would be tasked with 
conducting a comprehensive study of current federal, 
state, and local programs to support Native American 
FKLOGUHQ��,WV�JRDOV�DUH�WR�PRUH�SUHFLVHO\�DQG�HIÀFLHQWO\�
target limited resources, enhance knowledge growth 
capabilities, and expand private partnerships in Native 
communities.

Securing Greater Energy Independence for Tribes
Congress should pass policies that support energy and 
economic development. I cosponsored Senate Indian 
Affairs Ranking Member John Barrasso’s (R-WY) bill, the 
Indian Tribal Energy Development and Self-Determination 
Act. It would strengthen existing laws related to energy 
development and add new provisions to assist Indian 
tribes with developing their energy resources to achieve 
greater energy independence. This bill would streamline 
the Department of Interior’s process for approving “Trib-
al Energy Resource Agreements” (TERAs), which grants 
authority to an Indian tribe to review and approve leases, 
business agreements, and rights-of way for energy devel-
opment on tribal lands. 

Promoting Fair Tax Treatment
The IRS excludes government programs and services 
from being taxed through the General Welfare Doctrine. 
For example, a federal disaster relief payment made 
to a victim is not taxed. This policy originated in 1938, 
when the IRS ruled that Social Security payments were 
not gross income and thus, not taxable. Tribes, as sover-
eign nations, have provided similarly tax-exempt tribal 
government programs. However, the IRS has challenged 
the tax status of these tribal general welfare programs. A 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration report 
released in January 2013, showed the IRS targeted tribes 
through its Abuse Detection and Prevention Team.

To address this IRS overreach, I am cosponsoring biparti-
san legislation, the Tribal General Welfare Exclusion Act. 
This bill would amend the tax code to exclude the value 
RI�DQ�,QGLDQ�JHQHUDO�ZHOIDUH�EHQHÀW�IURP�JURVV�LQFRPH��
Additionally, the bill would establish a Tribal Advisory 
Committee to advise the Treasury Secretary on Indian 
WD[�SROLF\��DV�ZHOO�DV�UHTXLUH�WUDLQLQJ�IRU�,56�ÀHOG�DJHQWV�
on federal Indian law. Finally, the bill would require 
the Treasury Secretary to suspend all audits and exam-
inations of Indian tribal governments and members of 
Indian tribes.  

INDIAN AFFAIRS
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A
s your U.S. Senator, staying in close touch with 

Nebraskans is one of my top priorities. Since I 

ZDV�VZRUQ�LQWR�RIÀFH�LQ�-DQXDU\�������,�KDYH�
KHOG�RYHU�����OLVWHQLQJ�VHVVLRQV��PHHWLQJV��

DQG�HYHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�YDULRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DOO�
DFURVV�1HEUDVND��7KH�LQVLJKWV�DQG�VXJJHVWLRQV�,�UHFHLYH�
help guide my decisions as I explore opportunities to 

UHYLVH�FXUUHQW�IHGHUDO�SROLFLHV�RU�RIIHU�QHZ�OHJLVODWLRQ�WKDW�
directly addresses your concerns.

,�DOVR�KDYH�D�VWDII�SUHVHQFH�LQ�2PDKD��/LQFROQ��1RUIRON��
Kearney, and Scottsbluff. Members of my state staff repre-

VHQW�PH�DW�PHHWLQJV�DQG�HYHQWV�DFURVV�WKH�VWDWH�ZKHQ�WKH�
Senate is in 

session in 

Washing-

ton. They 

also lead a 

number of 

outreach 

efforts 

across the 

state. 

Mobile Office Hours
Nebraska is a geographically large state. As a resident of 

9DOHQWLQH�IRU�RYHU�IRXU�GHFDGHV��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�OLPLWHG�
DFFHVV�UXUDO�UHVLGHQWV�RIWHQ�KDYH�WR�JRYHUQPHQWDO�VHU-
YLFHV��,�EHOLHYH�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�HYHU\�1HEUDVNDQ�KDV�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YLVLW�ZLWK�PH�RU�P\�VWDII�IDFH�WR�IDFH��
7R�PDNH�WKLV�SRVVLEOH��P\�RXWUHDFK�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�KDYH�
KHOG�PRELOH�RIÀFH�KRXUV�LQ�HDFK�RI�1HEUDVND·V����FRXQ-

WLHV��7KHVH�RIÀFH�KRXUV�DUH�KHOG�LQ�ORFDO�SXEOLF�RIÀFHV��
such as a library or city administration building. They 

VHUYH�DV�D�FRQYHQLHQW�ZD\�IRU�FRQVWLWXHQWV�WR�YRLFH�WKHLU�
opinions or to get help with problems they are facing 

ZLWK�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW��8SFRPLQJ�RIÀFH�KRXUV�DUH�
DYDLODEOH�RQ�P\�ZHEVLWH��

Community Volunteering
My Nebraska staff is part of the community, and as such 

,�IHHO�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�ZH�JLYH�EDFN�VRPH�RI�RXU�WLPH�
DQG�WDOHQW��7KH�VWDII�KDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�RXU�RIÀFH�RQ�PRQWK-

O\�VHUYLFH�SURMHFWV�YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�ZRUWKZKLOH�RUJDQL]D-

WLRQV�VXFK�DV�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\��2SHQ�'RRU�0LVVLRQ��0HDOV�
RQ�:KHHOV��WKH�)RRG�%DQN��0DWW�7DOERW·V�.LWFKHQ��6W��
Vincent de Paul Society, Heartland Hope Mission, and the 

3HRSOH·V�&LW\�0LVVLRQ��

Constituent Casework
$QRWKHU�ZD\�P\�RIÀFH�DLPV�WR�VHUYH�1HEUDVNDQV�LV�E\�
SURYLGLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH�ZLWK�IHGHUDO�DJHQFLHV��0\�VWDII�KDV�
D�VWURQJ�WUDFN�UHFRUG�RI�KHOSLQJ�FRQVWLWXHQWV�QDYLJDWH�D�
UDQJH�RI�EXUHDXFUDWLF�KXUGOHV�²�IURP�GLIÀFXOW\�DFTXLULQJ�
VA medical records to problems with Social Security, and 

trouble obtaining tax refunds owed by the IRS. 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��GLIÀFXOW\�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�IHGHUDO�DJHQFLHV�
DQG�SURJUDPV�LV�QRW�XQFRPPRQ��DQG�P\�RIÀFH�VWDQGV�
ready to assist any Nebraskan with these exhausting and 

often time-consuming challenges. The ability to help con-

VWLWXHQWV�UHVROYH�WKHVH�LVVXHV�WKDW�LPSDFW�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRGV�
LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHZDUGLQJ�DVSHFWV�RI�P\�MRE��,�DP�
SURXG�RI�WKH�ZRUN�P\�RIÀFH�KDV�GRQH�WR�KHOS�1HEUDVNDQV�
JHW�WKH�VHUYLFHV�WKH\�QHHG��

WORKING FOR YOU 
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Success Stories- Individuals*

$�PRWKHU�QHHGHG�KHOS�WR�HQVXUH�KHU�VRQ�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�D�OLIH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�GLVHDVH�UHFHLYHG�YLWDO�SUHVFULSWLRQV��
+HU�VRQ·V�LQVXUDQFH�SROLF\�ZDV�GURSSHG�E\�KLV�0HGLFDUH�$GYDQWDJH�FDUULHU�EHFDXVH�RI�FKDQJHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�
2EDPDFDUH��7KH�FDUULHU�DOORZHG�KHU�VRQ�WR�DSSO\�IRU�DQRWKHU�SROLF\�DQG�YHUEDOO\�FRQÀUPHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�FRYHUHG��
+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�WKH\�DWWHPSWHG�WR�UHWULHYH�KLV�SUHVFULSWLRQV�WKH\�ZHUH�WROG�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�UHFRUG�RI�KLV�FRYHUDJH�
XQGHU�WKH�QHZ�SROLF\��$IWHU�VHYHUDO�FDOOV�WR�WKH�FDUULHU��WKH�FRQFHUQHG�DQG�ULJKWO\�IUXVWUDWHG�SDUHQW�VSRNH�WR�P\�
VWDII�UHTXHVWLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH��0\�RIÀFH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�&HQWHUV�IRU�0HGLFDUH�DQG�0HGLFDLG�6HUYLFHV��&06��WR�
ORRN�LQWR�WKH�PLVFRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�FRQÀUPHG�WKH�VRQ·V�FRYHUDJH��7KH�PRWKHU�ZURWH�PH�WR�VD\��´,Q�IUXVWUDWLRQ�,�
FDOOHG�\RXU�2PDKD�RIÀFH��0\�VRQ�ZRXOG�GLH�ZLWKRXW�KLV�PHGV«�:LWKLQ�D�GD\�>P\�VRQ@�ZDV�FRQWDFWHG�E\�0HGL-
care, his insurance carrier, and soon had his prescriptions.”

 

 

-HVVH�FRQWDFWHG�P\�RIÀFH�VHHNLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�8�6��$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV�LQ�UHSDLULQJ�EDQN�HURVLRQ�
RQ�KLV�SURSHUW\�RQ�WKH�0LVVRXUL�5LYHU��$IWHU�P\�RIÀFH�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�&RUSV�RQ�-HVVH·V�EHKDOI��WKH�&RUSV�LQVSHFW-
HG�WKH�DUHD�DQG�LW�ZDV�LGHQWLÀHG�IRU�UHSDLU�

Success Stories- Communities
My staff participated in a series of meetings with some of our regional airports regarding problems the airports 

DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�GXH�WR�WKH�)HGHUDO�$YLDWLRQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ·V�QHZ�VDIHW\�UHJXODWLRQV�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�SLORW�TXDOLÀ-

FDWLRQV�UHTXLUHPHQWV��7KH�VWDWH�VWDII�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�P\�:DVKLQJWRQ�VWDII�RQ�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV��%DVHG�RQ�WKLV�LQIRUPD-

WLRQ���,�DJUHHG�WR�FRVSRQVRU�6HQDWRU�(Q]L·V�6PDOO�$LUSRUW�5HJXODWLRQ�5HOLHI�$FW�

 *Note: Alternate names were used to preserve the privacy of constituents.

%HJLQQLQJ�LQ�0D\������²�DIWHU�KHDULQJ�IURP�QHDUO\�����1HEUDVNDQV�²�,�OHG�WKH�1HEUDVND�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�'HOHJDWLRQ�
LQ�GHOLYHULQJ�ERWK�IRUPDO�DQG�LQIRUPDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�WR�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�,QWHULRU�6HFUHWDU\��6DOO\�-HZ-

HOO��HFKRLQJ�WKH�FRQFHUQV�RI�1HEUDVNDQV�DERXW�WKH�3RQFD�%OXIIV�DQG�1LREUDUD�5LYHU�ODQG�PDQDJHPHQW�SODQV�EHLQJ�
FRQVLGHUHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH�DQG�8�6��)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��7KH�SURSRVDO�XQGHU�UHYLHZ�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�
UHVXOW�LQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�PDQDJHPHQW�RU�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�����PLOOLRQ�DFUHV�LQ�1HEUDVND�DQG�6RXWK�'DNRWD��
7R�DGGUHVV�WKLV�RYHUUHDFK��,�VHQW�D�OHWWHU�ZLWK�6HQDWRU�-RKDQQV�WR�TXHVWLRQ�,QWHULRU�6HFUHWDU\�-HZHOO�DERXW�SRWHQWLDO�
IHGHUDO�ODQG�DFTXLVLWLRQV�LQ�1HEUDVND�

2QH�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�UHTXHVWHG�DVVLVWDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�)HGHUDO�+LJKZD\�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ·V�)HGHUDO�/DQGV�$FFHVV�
3URJUDP��)/$3���WR�VHFXUH����������LQ�JUDQW�IXQGLQJ�IRU�D�WUDLO�V\VWHP��$IWHU�D�FKDQJH�LQ�OHDGHUVKLS�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
)/$3�SURJUDP��WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZDV�LQIRUPHG�WKDW�WKH�JUDQW�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�D�������SHUFHQW�ORFDO�PDWFK�DQG�WKDW�
WKH�PDWFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EH�LQ�FDVK�RU�UHFHLSWV�IRU�SXUFKDVHG�PDWHULDO�DQG�WKDW�ODERU�DQG�VHUYLFHV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�
LQFOXGHG��:KHQ�WKH\�LQLWLDOO\�DSSOLHG�IRU�WKH�JUDQW�WKH\�ZHUH�WROG�WKH\�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�ODERU�DQG�VHUYLFHV��0\�RIÀFH�
FRQWDFWHG�WKH�QHZ�DUHD�GLUHFWRU�RI�)/$3�DQG�ZDV�DEOH�WR�FRRUGLQDWH�D�PHHWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHQF\�DQG�DOO�SDUWLHV�
LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�JUDQW��DQG�WKH�DJHQF\�DJUHHG�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\·V�RULJLQDO�ORFDO�PDWFK�

$�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\��'+6��HPSOR\HH�WRXUHG�RQH�RI�RXU�FRXQW\�FRXUWKRXVHV�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�FRXQ-

W\�ZLWK�LGHDV�RQ�KRZ�WR�LPSURYH�VHFXULW\��7KH�FRXQW\�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHFHLYH�D�UHSRUW�IURP�'+6�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�
WKH�WRXU�EXW�VWLOO�KDG�QRW�DIWHU�VL[�PRQWKV�DQG�FRXQWOHVV�FDOOV�DQG�HPDLOV��0\�RIÀFH�PDGH�D�FRQJUHVVLRQDO�LQTXLU\�
RQ�WKHLU�EHKDOI�DQG�WKH\�UHFHLYHG�D�UHVSRQVH�IURP�'+6�WKDW�GD\�
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Lincoln 
440 North 8th Street
Suite 120
Lincoln, NE 68508
Phone: (402) 441-4600
Fax: (402) 476-8753

Fischer.Senate.Gov

@SenatorFischer

Washington D.C. 
����5XVVHOO�6HQDWH�2IÀFH�%XLOGLQJ
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������
Phone: (202) 224-6551
Fax: (202) 228-1325

Omaha 
������0LUDFOH�+LOOV�'ULYH
Suite 205
Omaha, NE 68154
Phone: (402) 391-3411
Fax: (402) 391-4725

Kearney 
���:HVW���UG�6WUHHW
Kearney, NE 68847
Phone: (308) 234-2361

Norfolk 
3RVW�2IÀFH�%R[�����
Norfolk, NE 68702
Phone: (402) 200-8816

HERE TO HELP  

Scottsbluff 
1110 Circle Drive
Suite F2
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
Phone: (308) 630-2329
Fax: (308) 630-2321

facebook.com/senatordebfischer




